IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DI STRICT OF VIRG NI A

Al exandria Division

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
V. CRI M NAL NO

SHAWN A, HOFFMAN

N N N’ N

CRI M NAL | NFORVATI ON

THE UNI TED STATES ATTORNEY CHARCGES THAT:

1. Fromin or about Decenber 2001 through in or about
January, 2003, in the Eastern District of Virginia, and
el sewhere, SHAWN A. HOFFMAN, the defendant herein, know ngly
devi sed and intended to devise a schenme and artifice to defraud
various victinms and to obtain property of victins by nmeans of
fal se and fraudul ent representations, pretenses and prom ses.

2. It was part of said schene that the defendant contacted
i ndi vidual s selling nerchandi se on the internet by neans of
email. The defendant woul d comrunicate a fal se identity, and
woul d in sonme cases direct the seller to a fraudul ent internet
escrow service. After receiving the nmerchandi se the defendant
woul d intentionally not pay the seller, and in many cases resel
t he mer chandi se.

3. For the purpose of executing the aforenentioned schene
and artifice to defraud, the defendant did know ngly transmt and
willfully caused to be transmtted by nmeans of w re conmuni cation

in interstate comrerce the foll ow ng:



An emai | nessage sent by the defendant froma conputer in
Pennsyl vania to Maha Kattan in MClean, Virginia on Decenber 17,
2002.

(AI'l in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343.)

Respectful ly Subm tted,

PAUL J. McNULTY
UNI TED STATES ATTORNEY

By:

Robert W W echering
Assi stant United States Attorney



